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Amended 1/22/08


Introduced by Council Member M. Jones and amended by the Public Health and Safety Committee:
RESOLUTION 2008-13-A
A RESOLUTION STRONGLY URGING THE 110th CONGRESS OF THE UNITED STATES TO UNANIMOUSLY CO-SPONSOR AND PASS THE SECOND CHANCE ACT OF 2007, SENATE BILL 1060 AND HOUSE BILL 1593 WHICH IS AN EFFORT TO REDUCE RECIDIVISM AND PROVIDE EXPANDED SERVICES TO ADULT AND JUVENILE OFFENDERS AND THEIR FAMILIES FOR REENTRY INTO SOCIETY; DIRECTING THE CHIEF OF LEGISLATIVE SERVICES TO FORWARD THE RESOLUTION TO THE FLORIDA CONGRESSIONAL DELEGATION; REQUESTING EMERGENCY PASSAGE; PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE DATE.


WHEREAS, each year nearly 650,000 offenders are released from prison; and 

WHEREAS, the Bureau of Justice Statistics estimates that over 60% of all released prisoners will commit new offences within three years of their release; and


WHEREAS, the issue facing Congress is how to manage this population once they have been released from custody; and


WHEREAS, there has been recent discussion of reinstating parole at the federal level (for non-violent, drug offenders) and creating and enhancing existing programs that are designed to provide assistance for offenders to prepare them for reentry into their communities; and


WHEREAS, many studies have shown that reentry initiatives that combine work training and placement with counseling and housing assistance can significantly reduce recidivism rates; and


WHEREAS, within the federal government and the academic community a broad consensus exists that offender reentry can typically be divided into three phases: programs that prepare offenders to reenter society while they are in prison, programs that connect ex-offenders with services immediately after they are released from prison, and programs that provide long-term support and supervision for ex-offenders as they settle into communities permanently; and


WHEREAS, both the President's Serious and Violent Offender Reentry initiative and recent congressional appropriations in this area have focused primarily on programs for offenders once they have been released from prison; 
WHEREAS, the Second Chance Act of 2007, House Bill 1593, was enacted by the House of Representative on November 13, 2007, and now the issue will be considered by the full senate, if enacted the measure would amend the Omnibus Crime Control and Safe Streets Act of 1968 to reauthorize, rewrite and expand provisions for adult and juveniles offenders and their families by providing training, mentoring, and drug treatment to those who desire to become contributing members of society; now therefore

BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the City of Jacksonville:


Section 1.

The City hereby urges individual members of the Senate to cosponsor Senate Bill 2007-1060 and to unanimously pass the pass Second Chance Act of 2007, in an effort to reduce recidivism and provide expanded services to adult and juvenile offenders and their families for reentry into society.

Section 2.

Directing the Chief of Legislative Service to forward a copy to the Florida Congressional Delegation. The City Council further directs the Chief of Legislative Services to forward this resolution to the Florida Senators:  Senator Bill Nelson, 716 Hart Senate Office Building, Washington D.C. 20510, and Senator Mel Martinez, 356 Russell Senate Office Building, Washington D.C. 20510.

Section 3. 
Requesting Emergency Passage, Pursuant to Council Rules 4.901 Emergency. The sponsor is requesting emergency passage of this legislation.  The reason for the emergency is to forward the resolution indicating Duval County’s support of the adoption of the Second Chance Act of 2007 to Congress in advance of anticipated legislative action.
Section 4.

Effective Date.  This resolution shall become effective upon signature by the Mayor or upon becoming effective without the Mayor’s signature.

Form Approved:

____/s/ Margaret M. Sidman__________ 
Office of General Counsel

Legislation Prepared By:
Margaret M. Sidman 
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